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FII co-Directors Dr. Daniel Rieger (BCC) and  Dr. Zvi Roth (FAU). In an earlier newsletter we welcomed the new FII Executive Secretary Ms. Shari Saylor. Her photo is included above.

Florida-Israel Institute News 
The FII Academic Advisory Board (AAB) had its Fall 2006 meeting on October 27, 2006 at BCC. Meeting was chaired by the AAB President Dr. Frederick Hoffman (FAU Professor of Mathematics).  The following board members attended the meeting: Dr. Oren Masory (FAU, College of Engineering – Chairman, Mechanical Engineering Department), Dr. Mohammad Ilyas (FAU, College of Engineering – Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies), Dr. Howard Hanson (FAU, Associate Vice President for Research), Dr. Ed Schwerin (FAU, College of Arts and Letters – Chairman, Political Science Department), Dr. Alan Berger (FAU, College of Arts and Letters – Raddock Family Eminent Scholar of Holocaust Studies, and Director of the Center for the Study of Values and Violence after Auschwitz), Professor Steve Godby (BCC, Social Behavioral Sciences) and as special guest the FII newest Board of Directors member Dr. Ken Ross (BCC – Vice President of Academic Affairs). A new AAB Student Member, Mr. Itzhak Hayon (an Israeli student studying Business at FIU) was inducted to the Board. 
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   Raddock family Eminent Scholar Dr. Alan Berger
     AAB President Dr. Fred Hoffman



Prof. Alan Berger reported on the progress in planning a new joint FAU-BCC Israel Studies Certificate Program. The Israel Studies Planning Committee which met on October 26, 2006 consisted of Dr. Myriam Ruthenberg (FAU, College of Arts and Letters – Chair, Languages Department), Dr. Richard Appelbaum (BCC – Professor of English as Second Language) and Dr. Frederick Greenspahn (FAU College of Arts and Letters, Gimmelstob Eminent Scholar Chair and Chair of the FAU Jewish Studies Department).

The Florida-Israel Institute Fall 2006 Scholarships
Every semester the Florida-Israel Institute awards 25 full-time out-of-state tuition exemption scholarships to Israeli citizens who study in one of the Florida public higher-education institutes. These scholarships are awarded on the basis of academic excellence, recommendations and community service.

This month’s newsletter features the new AAB Student Member and FII scholarship recipient Itzhak (Zahi) Hayon (Florida International University) who tells us in his own words about his life in Israel and studies in Florida:
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I was born in Tel-Aviv in 1979 but grew up in the city of Rishon LeZion. My parents and two sisters still live there. I have lived in Rishon LeZion for over twenty five years. I have always kept in touch with my elementary and high school classmates. For eight years I played basketball for my school team, a sport that I enjoy the most and keeps me very disciplined in my education. One of my dreams was to become a professional basketball player, but it stayed a dream. In 1998 I started my IDF military service. During my military service, based on my skills, I became a Gadna Instructor (Gadna is the Israeli Youth Corps in which all high school students receive basic military training). It was a great opportunity for me being a Gadna guide working with the next generation of Israeli soldiers. I did it for three years with devotion and dedication. 

In 2001, after being honorably discharged from the army, I started to study Business in Israel, but at some point I took a long break to travel around the world to gain new experiences and experience different cultures. Most extensively I toured Thailand and the US. Once I arrived at Miami, I was fascinated with the cultural diversity the city. I came to realize that in this beautiful city I wanted to continue my education.  I transferred to Florida International University to continue pursuing my business degree. Hopefully after I finish my studies I will be able to give back all the knowledge and experience that I got over the years. Thanks to the Florida Israel Institution for giving me the opportunity to gain a life rewarding experience, and also for making me part of the Florida-Israel Institute Academic Advisory Board. I am very thankful for being given the opportunity to make a difference to the Israeli and Jewish community in South Florida.
Supporting the Institute
If you wish to support the mission of the Florida-Israel Institute, you are invited to make a tax deductible contribution to the Florida Atlantic University Foundation.  Please indicate that your contribution is for the Florida-Israel Institute.  
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