[image: image6.jpg]


     


FLORIDA-ISRAEL INSTITUTE

777 Glades Road, Boca Raton, Florida 33431

Phone:  561.297.4093     Fax: 561.297.4094    rothz@fau.edu    www.floridaisrael.org
NEWSLETTER FROM THE INSTITUTE’S CO-DIRECTORS
May  2007
Governor Crist’s Trade Mission to Israel (May 28 – June 2, 2007)

[image: image1.jpg]E&U

FLORIDA ATLANTIC
UNIVERSITY



[image: image5.png]



   [image: image3.jpg]


 
FL House Rep. Adam Hasner         FII BOD President Herb Swarzman
       FL Senator Nan Rich
Three FII Board of Directors members joined Governor Charlie Crist’s Mission: FII BOD President Herb Swarzman, FL House Representative Adam Hasner and FL Senator Nan Rich. 
Quoted news about the mission:

Governor Charlie Crist announced his intent to encourage other United States governors to follow Florida’s lead in Iran and Sudan divestiture. Governor Crist announced the effort in a meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert: “Florida has taken this important step in support of Israel, and upon my return to Florida, I will sign Senate Bill 2142, the Protecting Florida’s Investments Act, and begin encouraging other states to do the same,” said Governor Crist. “I commend the Legislature for their leadership on this very important issue — especially Senators Ted Deutch and Nan Rich and Representatives Adam Hasner, Ari Porth and Elaine Schwartz.”
 “I thank Governor Crist for his leadership by encouraging his fellow governors to join Florida,” said Representative Hasner. “This action will have a significant impact on the funds that are currently propping up Iran ’s terrorist regime that seeks the destruction of Israel and the United States.”
Governor Crist signed the Protecting Florida’s Investments Act in Representative Hasner’s district, which represents Palm Beach and Broward counties.
The announcement came as part of a week—long trade mission to Israel led by Governor Crist that included a team of state and federal elected representatives and key business leaders. Governor Crist and the delegation met with Israeli government officials and business leaders including Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Peres, Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, Opposition Leader Benjamin Netanyahu and Minister of Industry, Trade and Labor Eli Yishai.

Florida-Israel Institute Scholarship Recipient Khen Shalem a 2007 Emmy Winner
Khen Shalem’s short film “Abe” finished third-place at the 28th Annual College Television Awards in Hollywood, Calif. The Emmy-winning student studies at the Florida State University's College of Motion Picture, Television and Recording Arts.
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From left to right: Film School graduate student Erika Harvey (winning producer); fellow Film School grad student Khen Shalem (winning writer/director); Khen's fiancee, Orit Fisher, FSU doctoral candidate in sociology

This FSU film beat hundreds of entries from other prestigious film programs across the country in the highly competitive Drama category. "Abe"—the mini-saga of a dog's life after the death of his owner forces him to find a new home. The eight-minute-long film was produced by FSU graduate student Erika J. Harvey of Madison, Wis., and written and directed by fellow grad student Khen Shalem of Kibbutz Nir-David in Israel. In fact, Shalem wrote "Abe" as part of his Film School application. Khen Shalem’s short films (including “Abe”) were featured at the FII Israeli Film Series on February 11, 2007. The College Television Award-winning production began as a "D3" assignment for the students—meaning it had to be shot in three days. Harvey and Shalem did just that at locations throughout the Tallahassee area such as downtown's Galley Alley, the Florida A&M University campus, the Leon County Animal Shelter and the neighboring town of Monticello. The Humane Society helped Shalem find the film's star—an engaging Golden Retriever called "Ammo"—though he notes that "Abe" features other (human) actors as well. 

Director Shalem already has a 15 minute short film in pre-production—"On the Road to Tel Aviv"—that he hopes to shoot next fall in Israel. "This will be the first time that the FSU film school has undertaken an international narrative project," he said. "The film deals with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the correlation between fear of terror and racism, and I'm excited about it because it's based on my personal experience as an Israeli." Donations for the project are being sought. 

Please contact the Florida-Israel Institute if you wish to donate to the “On the Road to Tel-Aviv” film project.






