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From Left: Drs. Moore, Davenport, Pandya, Rieger, Ben-Ze’ev, Berger, Roth, Meschievitz and Hoffman

On 3/1/07 the University of Haifa President Dr. Aaron Ben-Ze’ev attended a Boca Raton Haifa University reception honoring Ms. Betty Zinman. He also visited FAU meeting with FAU President Frank Brogan. On 3/2/07 he was guest of the Florida-Israel Institute for a business lunch meeting attended by Dr. Lawrence Davenport (FAU, Executive Vice President for University Advancement), Dr. Alan Berger (FAU, Raddock Family Eminent Chair of Holocaust Studies), Dr. David Moore (BCC, Associate Vice President for International Education), Dr. Cathy Meschievitz (FAU, Director of International Programs), Dr. Abhijit Pandya (FAU, Professor of Computer Science and Engineering), Dr. Frederick Hoffman (FAU, Professor of Mathematics), Dr. Daniel Rieger and Dr. Zvi Roth. Meeting started with a status review of the Agreement of Cooperation (in the areas of Math and AI) between FAU and Haifa University Caesaria Rothschild Research Institute, brokered in 2005 by the Florida-Israel Institute. Key players in making the agreement a reality were Drs. Hoffman and Pandya (FAU) and Dr. Golumbic (Director of the Caesaria Rothschild Institute). Dr. Ben-Ze’ev advocated the expansion of the agreement to include research cooperation in more scientific areas such as Ocean Studies and Marine Biotechnology. Tentative plans for a June 2007 visit of Haifa University by a FAU-BCC delegation were discussed. Meeting concluded with a discussion of possible Study Abroad at Haifa University of FAU and BCC students.  
This month’s newsletter features scholarship recipient Luna Levana Medina (Broward Community College) who tells us in her own words about her life in Israel and studies in Florida:
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I come from a large family of seven including my two brothers and two sisters and me, the youngest. 
I grew up in a “moshav” near Beer-Sheva, that my grandpa was one of the founders.. I became active in the local youth movement at a very young age, first as a member and then from the age of twelve I became a mentor to the younger members. I ended up becoming substitute coordinator of the whole organization in the village at the age of sixteen. I love working with children. 
Life at home was a bit hard and I could not bear it so at the age of sixteen and a half I ran away and with the help of a social worker and my brother I managed to legally leave my parents’ house and move to a kibbutz. Things eventually worked out and shortly after I left home my mom decided to move to Florida, where my two brothers and one of my sisters had already been living. I lived in the kibbutz for the rest of my high school years and throughout the army service. During my last two years of high school I volunteered at an orphanage, helping a thirteen years old girl who just needed love. In the IDF I became an officer in the Corps of Education. My duty was to prepare teenagers for army life. 


Following three years of army service I visited my family in Florida whom I missed very much. I stayed with them six months and then went backpack traveling in South America for another six months. When I came back I decided that I can no longer be apart from them so I made up my mind to go to school here.  


My academic major is Psychology. I chose this major because it has always been  part of me to listen to people and try to help as much as I can. My friends used to call me “Hakotel” (the Wailing Wall, that holds the secret wishes of people). Since the age of sixteen I have had a dream of setting an affordable private clinic for children ages three to eighteen, with psychological help provided in a creative way. Through art, theater and other creative means, patients would be able to let their problems out without sitting in front of a stranger, knowing from first source that it is not an easy thing to do.  My main academic interest, as I progress towards my degree, is Adolescence Psychology. Teenagers are the ones who need the most help and the support of others, as in this stage of their life they think that the whole world is against them. I want to show them that it is not like that and that there is hope. Something that is presently very popular in Israel is the phenomenon of coffee shops in malls for teenagers and professional psychologist who are present there sitting with the teenagers over a cup of coffee and cookies. May be the same concept can be duplicated in the US.


This year I joined an organization called “Big Brother Big Sister”, which allows me to be a friend and help as a volunteer. I presently work with thirteen year old Alexandra who has a Dawn syndrome and is a bit hard to communicate with, but with the cooperation of her parents we get to do fun things together.  I take her to the movies, to bowling and many other fun places. I love the fact that I can be there for her and play with her; and even though she does not speak to me that much it is enough to see her excitement when she sees me to want to be there for her. I also started volunteering with “All People Synagogue” as a tutor for Bar-Mitzvah studying, and started attending the services at  the “Rashbi synagogue”. This summer I will be graduating from BCC with my AA degree. I excitedly plan to transfer to FAU to pursue my bachelor degree in psychology.    
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