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Biomed 2007 Conference (Tel Aviv June 2007)
The Biomed 2007 Conference held in Tel-Aviv (June 5 – June 7, 2007) is an important international annual forum featuring academic and industry advances in biomedical and biotechnology research. The Florida-Israel Institute sponsored the participation of one of the conference keynote speakers Dr. Peter Hodder (of Scripps Florida). In addition, the Florida-Israel Institute (in collaboration with the Israel office of Enterprise Florida) co-sponsored an exhibition booth featuring biomedical research done at four southeast Florida universities. The universities sponsoring the booth included Florida Atlantic University, Florida International University, Nova Southeastern University and the University of Miami. 
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From left: Dr. Zvi Roth, Tom Barlow (FAU Director for Governmental Relations), Herb Swarzman, Dr. Abhijit Pandya, Nurit Gazit (Director, Israel Office of Enterprise Florida), Amnon Neubach (General Manager, Israel Office of Enterprise Florida) and Julie Balzano-Pizzaro (Director of Mexico & Special Projects, Miami office of Enterprise Florida)






Scholarship News
· Final list of the Israeli students who won the Florida-Israel Institute Scholaship for the Summer 2007 semester: Saar Aharoni (FAU), Roy Brieman (BCC), Meytal Dvash (FGCU), Amir Edry (BCC), Orit Fisher (FSU), Itzhak Hayon (FIU), Niv Karni (BCC), Rimon Levy (PBCC), Luna Medina (BCC), Mery Pepa (FAU), Gilad Segal (FIU), Khen Shalem (FSU), Gadi Sharoni (FIU), Dayana Susterman (FIU), Daniel Sasha Susterman (FIU), Arie Yaker (MDC) and Avishai Zonnenberg (FAU).
· Preliminary list of the Israeli students who won the Florida-Israel Institute Scholaship for the Fall 2007 semester: Sharon Barak (UF), Roy Brieman (BCC), Meytal Dvash (FGCU), Amir Edry (BCC), Orit Fisher (FSU), Elad Gabay (UNF), Sarah Gozlan (BCC),  Itzhak Hayon (FIU), Niv Karni (BCC), Doron Kima (FSU), Rimon Levy (PBCC), Michael Lombrozo (MDC), Michal Martsinkovsky (MDC), Luna Medina (BCC), Amir Melloul (FIU), Yael Orgad (FIU), Khen Shalem (FSU), Gil Sharon (UNF), Daniel Sasha Susterman (FIU), Agur Teichman (MDC), Arie Yaker (MDC), Gilad Weic (MDC) and Avishai Zonnenberg (FAU). Changes are expected during the first month of the Fall semester. List shall be finalized by the end of September 2007.  

This month’s newsletter features scholarship recipient Amir Mellol (Florida International University) who tells us in his own words about his life in Israel and studies in Florida:
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My name is Amir Melloul. I was born in Beer Sheva in 1971. While at high school , my family moved  to a settlement named  Metar. At that time  the new settlement had very few families. I helped my dad to fulfill a family dream, building our own villa. My mom still lives in this same house. 

While at high school I had the privilege to volunteer as a medic-aide at Soroka Regional Hospital, the place where I was born. The hospital shifts were demanding and often involved much drama. Carrying patients around the hospital was not an easy task but I felt very grateful for the opportunity to help others.
In the IDF I joined the  parachutists, became a sergeant, and  served as officer associate commander till the end of my three year military service. 
Following the military service I  was accepted to Beer Sheva Technical College, and graduated with an Associate degree in Architecture. As a student, I worked part time as a security guard in various  Immigrant Absorptions centers around the city. Upon graduation I was sent to work six months as a security guard at the Jewish Agency offices in Baku, Azerbaijan. The money that I have earned in Baku helped me to fulfill a dream – traveling around the world.  My unforgettable trip took me to   Ethiopia, the Far East, Australia and more. An unforgettable experience, sometimes a little bit risky.

As I came back I had worked in several Architecture firms in Beer Sheva and Tel Aviv. I gained a lot of experience leading eventually to my  managing a small Architectural office in Beer Sheva. Along with working at the office, I also taught at “Sapir” College. I taught several basic classes and I was in charge of the computer drafting and presentations subjects. All this time, I always thought that I could do more with my education, and finally decided to complete my studies in the US. While researching where to go I came across an information about an organization The Florida Israel Institute”, that among other activities, helps Israeli students with scholarships.  Subsequently I was admitted to FIU.  
 I am close to graduation with a Bachelors degree in Architecture. The scholarship requirements are a combination of Grades and Community Service. This latter challenge has slowly become a habit and a way of life. I have been helping Rabbi Yossi from the Aventura Chabad and Rabbi Frank. There are many things to do, starting with working with youth, and working with elderly people. Both groups have been very grateful and kind. I feel gratified working with the elder people. Any minute spent with them is highly appreciated. It started as an obligation for the scholarship, but as time goes by, the connection with the individuals and the community becomes stronger and tighter. 

Without the help of the Florida Israel Institute, I would  not have made it so far. 






