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News: Prof. Abraham Katzir visits FAU at the end of January 2007
Abraham Katzir is a Professor of Physics at Tel Aviv University and the Head of the Applied Physics Group.  He will be visiting South Florida as guest of the Florida-Israel Institute between January 30 and February 2, 2007. The main purpose of the visit is to promote research related to monitoring of water (see below). His lecture to the South Florida community tentatively scheduled for Wednsday, January 31, 2007 at 7:00 PM in the FAU Boca campus room PA 101 (watch www.floridaisrael.org for updates about the event) is titled INFRARED LASERS AND FIBERS AND THEIR APPLICATIONS.
The Applied Physics Group at Tel-Aviv University has been developing for many years special optical fibers which operate in the infrared.  This group made use of these fibers for a large number of applications.  Some of these will be discussed in the lecture:

· Medicine – surgery:  A method for closing cuts in the body using laser heating (instead of sutures).  This method generates strong bonding, without scarring.

· Medicine – diagnosis:  A novel method for the early detection of diseases such as cancer, or Alzheimer.

· Environmental Protection - A sensitive method for the detection of pollutants in water (e.g. irrigation water or waste water) or in soil.

· Homeland security -  Early detection of poisons in drinking water

· Homeland Security – Development of a novel laser that will be part of a countermeasure system against shoulder launched missiles

· Astronomy – A fiber element which will be part of NASA's mission to find life in the Universe. 

The Florida-Israel Institute Scholarships
Every semester the Florida-Israel Institute awards 25 full-time out-of-state tuition exemption scholarships to Israeli citizens who study in one of the Florida public higher-education institutes. These scholarships are awarded on the basis of academic excellence, recommendations and community service.

This month’s newsletter features scholarship recipient Khen (Ken) Shalem (Florida State University) who tells us in his own words about his life in Israel and studies in Florida:
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 I first acknowledged my love for cinema when a French film crew arrived to shoot a movie near the river of my kibbutz - a small village in northern Israel, where I grew up. My first actual steps towards realizing my ambitions started during my army service. As a lieutenant I independently shot with my unit close to fifty hours of film depicting the soldier's routine, from training to actual battles and operational activity. My army service was cut short when I took a hit in the shoulder during a battle in South Lebanon. That also marked the end of the filming process. I eventually edited the footage into a ninety-minute documentary movie. It was, however, banned for screening due to censorship considerations.

During the last five years I completed Bachelor of Science in extended physics at Bar-Ilan University and Master of Science in applied Physics at the Weizmann Institute of Science. The choice of studying Physics was not intended as a "future occupation", but as a profound need to better understand the laws of nature. Notwithstanding the intellectual assets gained by my studying and practicing science, I gradually came to the awareness that I wish to further develop my interest in human feelings and artistic creation. 
On July 2004 my cinematic career took its next significant step when during the International Jerusalem Film Festival I received first prize in a one-shot competition. It was a one-minute, one-shot film that is meeting the historical myth of the founding of my Kibbutz seventy years ago, with its turbulent present. More than anything else, winning that prize gave me the courage to give a second chance to an old dream  - filmmaking. I applied and got accepted to some of the best film schools around the country, and decided to accept the invitation of the Florida State University Film School. The Film Conservatory of FSU was recently recognized by the Directors Guild of America for its distinguished contribution to the American culture. It is a highly competitive, 2 year, program with only 24 candidates (out of hundreds) accepted each year, and I am proud to be the first Israeli accepted to the program.

I find the influence of the electronic media on society a most crucial and significant facet of our modern life, one that cannot be ignored when trying to establish one’s standpoint towards our society. Cinema, as a mass-medium that is also an art form, mostly appeals to me: it is in art that the most hidden and intricate aspects of every situation come to light. As an Israeli I believe that only by exploring these most personal experiences can a real change be made in this difficult reality that I come from. I thus hope to see my future cinematic work as a true instrument in shaping the society to which I belong. [Khen’s short films will be screened prior to the FII Israeli Film Series February 11, 2007 main features]
Supporting the Institute
If you wish to support the mission of the Florida-Israel Institute, you are invited to make a tax deductible contribution to the Florida Atlantic University Foundation.  Please indicate that your contribution is for the Florida-Israel Institute.  
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