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August 2007
Welcome to new Florida-Israel Institute Board Members: BCC President J. David Armstrong, Jr. and Israel Consul General Ofer Bavly
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BCC President J. David Armstrong Jr.

Israel Consul General Ofer Bavly
The Florida-Israel Institute Board of Directors bids farewell to outgoing BCC Interim President Willis Holcombe and Israel Consul General Dr. Yitschak Ben-Gad, and welcomes the new BCC President David Armstrong and the new Israel Consul General Ofer Bavly, both become ex-officio members of the FII Board.
Mr. Ofer Bavly was born November 28th 1965 in Geneva, Switzerland.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts in International Relations and in Middle Eastern Studies from Hebrew University in Jerusalem.  Mr. Bavly rose to the rank of Captain during his service in the Israel Defense Forces from 1983-1987.  He joined the Foreign Ministry of Israel in 1991 and has served at key diplomatic posts such as Madrid and Rome.  In 2005, Mr. Bavly was appointed Policy Advisor to the Foreign Minister of Israel, Mr. Sylvan Shalom.  In 2006, he was appointed Counselor at the Foreign Ministry’s North America Division.  In August 2007, Mr. Ofer Bavly was appointed Consul General of Israel in Miami, Florida.  He is fluent in Hebrew, English, French, Spanish and Italian as well as speaking basic Arabic and German.  He is married to Ayala and they have 3 children.  

David Armstrong’s first day on the job as BCC’s president was 7/9/07. Formerly, he served as chancellor of Florida’s Community College System for the Department of Education in Tallahassee, a position he held since 2002. He served a year as interim chancellor and for the four years before that, worked as executive director of the Florida Community College System.






Scholarship News

Current list of the Israeli students who won the Florida-Israel Institute Scholaship for the Fall 2007 semester: Sharon Barak (UF), Roy Brieman (BCC), Meytal Dvash (FGCU), Amir Edry (BCC), Orit Fisher (FSU), Elad Gabay (UNF), Sarah Gozlan (BCC),  Yael Haklai (MDC), Itzhak Hayon (FIU), Doron Kima (FSU), Rimon Levy (PBCC), Michael Lombrozo (MDC), Michal Martsinkovsky (MDC), Luna Medina (BCC), Amir Melloul (FIU), Yael Orgad (FIU), Khen Shalem (FSU), Gil Sharon (UNF), Daniel Sasha Susterman (FIU), Agur Teichman (MDC), Arie Yaker (MDC), Gilad Weic (MDC) and Avishai Zonnenberg (FAU). Latecomers are encouraged to apply – there are still several unused scholarships for Fall 2007.

This month’s newsletter features scholarship recipient Michael Lombrozo  (Miami Dade College ) who tells us in his own words about his life in Israel and studies in Florida:
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Education to is the most important achievement one can have in life. For this and many other reasons I decided to come to study in the US. I am 25 years old and an only child. I was born in Russia. When I was 10 years old, my parents decided to immigrate to Israel.  My mother was born in Crimea Russia and was educated in the Art academy of Siberia, now she is a Judaica artist in   Israel. My father was born in the city of Omsk in Russia  where he became an Industrial engineer. 

In Israel I was raised with the customs and traditions of the Jewish religion. Every Friday I attended the Synagogue and followed all the traditions of a Jewish holiday. I finished my high school in Tel-Aviv, from which I graduated with an average of 3.0. My highest grades where always in my English class. In the little free time I had, I practiced soccer and kickboxing. I participated in kickboxing tournaments for the Hapoel Bat-yam team in which I won a second place award.

In 1998 at the age of 18, I started to serve at the aviation army of Israel. I was trained to be an assistant mechanic for the maintenance of the Apache helicopters  for three years.  

At the end of 2004 I came to the US to get my higher education. Not until the fall of 2005 I had the opportunity to enroll in one of the most prestigious colleges in America, MIAMI DADE COLLEGE. Presently I am registered in the Nursing program.  Being in the medical field allows one to work anywhere in the world because of the high demand for nurses. It also helps to make the difference not only to myself as a human, but also to those who need the help. The United States is one of the strongest countries in the world and has the most advanced technology in the medical field and education. This is the main reason why I wanted to study in this country, specifically in Florida because of the weather (similar to that of Israel) and the institution I am at.

For my long term plans, after I become a registered nurse in the United States I will proceed to make real one of my biggest dreams, which going back to my country Israel to work and help the patients of Ichilov, one of the largest hospitals in Tel-Aviv. 







