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Dr. Daniel Rieger (BCC)       Dr. Zvi Roth (FAU)
The Florida-Israel Institute mourns the passing of Dr. Alex Padva (1943-2007)
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Dr. Alex Padva
Dr. Alex Padva was born in Jerusalem, grew up in the town of Giv’ataim (near Tel Aviv), served as an officer in the IDF, where as a paratrooper he fought in the 1967 and 1973 wars. Alex was an active member of the Boca Raton Synagogue, and a much beloved leader of the Boca Raton Jewish and Israeli community. He was a scientist of over 40 years of experience first as a high level administrator at the Palm Beach County Environmental Protection Agency and later as environmental consultant.  Dr. Padva’s PhD degree was obtained from the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign in Quantum-Physical Chemistry. He published articles in peer reviewed journals including the prestigious Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, has been an invited lecturer to close to 100 conferences, workshops and professional meetings and frequently taught short courses around the nation on leadership and creative problem-solving for waste management control. In 1991 Dr. Padva was nominated for the President’s Environment and Conservation Challenge Award in Education and Communication. In 1993 he made a presentation as an environmental expert to the Florida Cabinet and the governor. In June 1994, Dr. Padva was invited to speak before the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Science, Space and Technology – Subcommittee on Technology, Environment and Aviation. 

Dr. Padva will also be remembered as a dear friend of the Florida-Israel Institute. He tirelessly contributed much time and effort to promote the research mission of the Institute. He was involved in the planning and hosting of Dr. Abraham Katzir’s visit to South Florida. Alex was instrumental in the success of the special workshop on “Phosphorus Monitoring and Analysis in South Florida” organized on January 31, 2007 at the South Florida Water management District in which SFWMD scientists and Dr. Katzir discussed methods for monitoring pollution in Lake Okeechobee, the Everglades and South Florida ground water. Following the Workshop Drs. Katzir and Padva toured the STA-1W Phosphorus Sampling Site (Inflow and Outflow structures). On the next day (2/1/07) Dr. Padva drove Dr. Katzir to various sites near Lake Okeechobee. They attended the dedication ceremony and tour of the new Taylor Creek Algal Turf Scrubber Nutrient Recovery Facility, where Dr. Katzir collected water samples brought back to his lab in the Physics Department of Tel Aviv University. Most recently, Dr. Padva was involved in planning follow-up research actions related to the water monitoring project. 
Our condolences are sent to Alex’ wife Dr. Pat Padva, his son Steven and his family in the US and Israel.  

Robotics Research Collaboration between Florida Atlantic University and the Technion Israel Institute of Technology

A scholarship from the Florida-Israel Institute has subsidized part of the cost of Ms. Melissa Morris’ trip to Israel (see photo below). Melissa is nearing graduation in her MS studies at the FAU Mechanical Engineering Department under the guidance of Dr. Oren Masory. She is presently doing research at the Technion Mechanical Engineering Robotics Lab, under the guidance of Dr. Moshe Shoham, exploring potential joint advising of her upcoming doctoral studies.
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