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    Senator Nan Rich            Representative Dan Gelber     Representative Adam Hasner

A Florida Senate Bill 2922 introduced by Senator Nan Rich, and joined by 37 bi-partisan co-introducers, was adopted on 3/27/2008.  The Senate recognizes the historic significance of the 60th anniversary of the reestablishment of the sovereign and independent modern State of Israel; commends the people of Israel for their remarkable achievements in building a new state and a pluralistic democratic society in the Middle East; reaffirms the bonds of friendship and cooperation that have existed between the United States and Israel for six decades and which have been significant for both countries; recommits to working with Israel to ensure its security in its quest for peace with its neighbors and the countries in the region; and extends the warmest congratulations and best wishes to the State of Israel and her people for a peaceful, prosperous, and successful future. The bill’s resolution lies on some of the quoted statements: “…The desire of the Jewish people to establish an independent modern State of Israel is the outgrowth of the existence of the historic Kingdom of Israel established 3,000 years ago in the city of Jerusalem and in the land of Israel… In its 60 years of existence, Israel has become the most successful democracy in the Middle East, and its citizens enjoy one of the highest standards of living in the region. Born in the ashes of the Holocaust, Israel has from its inception faced the hostility, and frequently the armed aggression, of its neighbors. Since its establishment 60 years ago, the modern State of Israel has rebuilt a nation, forged a new and dynamic society, and created a unique and vital economic, political, cultural, and intellectual life despite the heavy costs of six wars, terrorism, international ostracism, and economic boycotts. Despite difficult and often dangerous circumstances, Israel has prospered, blessed with a succession of great leaders … Israel continues to strive for peace with security and dignity for themselves and their neighbors. The connection between the State of Florida and Israel is reflected by the support of the Florida-Israel Institute as well as other cultural and business exchanges. Today cities throughout Florida have Sister City and Partnership 2000 relationships with cities in Israel. 

Florida House of Representatives Bill 9081, introduced by both Majority Leader Adam Hasner and Minority Leader Dan Gelber, co-sponsored by the entire House, was adopted on 4/10/2008. The House of Representatives recognizes the numerous achievements of the people and the State of Israel and extends its best wishes to the people of Israel as they celebrate the 60th anniversary of the independence of their state. The bill’s resolution lies on the following statements: Israel has provided Jews from all over the world with an opportunity to reestablish their ancient homeland and has become home to many religious sites that are sacred to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The people of Israel have established a pluralistic democracy that incorporates the freedoms cherished by the people of the United States, including the freedom of speech, the freedom of religion, the freedom of association, and the freedom of the press. Israel continues to serve as a shining model of democratic values by holding free and fair elections, promoting the free exchange of ideas, and maintaining a democratic government that is fully representative of its citizens. The government of Israel has successfully worked with the neighboring governments of Egypt and Jordan to establish peaceful bilateral relations and, despite conflicts with other neighboring countries, continues to seek peace in the Middle East. Israel has made significant global contributions in the fields of science, medicine, and technology. The United States and Israel enjoy a strategic partnership based on shared democratic values, friendship, and respect.
Featuring a Florida-Israel Institute Summer 2008 Scholarship Recipient

This month we feature FII scholarship recipient Roy David Samuel (Florida State University) who tells us in his own words about his life in Israel and studies in Florida:
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I was born in Ramat Hasharon, in 1979. My mother is from the Lurie and Rivlin families, nine generations in Israel. My father is from the Czech Republic, a son of holocaust survivors. I carry in me both traditions, and the values that they symbolize of Zionism, the love of Judaism and the responsibility to the Jewish people. From an early age I have been strongly affiliated with the world of sport, competing mainly in basketball and judo, but trying many other sports. I became the judo champion of Israel for the first time when I was 11, and since then I have developed a long and satisfying career in the Israeli national judo squads, serving as the captain of the youth squad. I have been titled "Champion of Israel" 8 times at various ages, and achieved competitive success also in the international arena.. A severe back injury forced me to retire from practicing competitive sports at the age of 24. My journey in sports, however, is only in its early stages. During my three year service in the IDF I was able to maintain my training regimen, while engaging in interesting and meaningful work in the Joint-Security-Committee, which was in charge of coordination and cooperation between the IDF and the Palestinian Police. I have completed a course in spoken Arabic and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This experience has taught me the importance of developing a genuine knowledge of the political-military situation when involved in Israeli hasbara. I have carried this knowledge with me during my academic studies and my Israeli related activity. As an athlete I was always aware of and fascinated by the influence of psychological and mental processes. Even though my high school background was in physics and history, I knew from the age of 16 that I want to become a sport psychologist. This profession does not exist in Israel and there are no educational opportunities. Therefore, after completing, magna cum laude, my B.A. in psychology and philosophy in Tel-Aviv University, I left Israel to study in a Masters program in sport psychology, at John Moores University, Liverpool, England. In Liverpool, I became active in the local Jewish and Israeli communities, recognizing their challenges as anti-Semitism was rising in Europe. While walking to synagogue on Shabbat morning, for the first time I received calls of hatred and looks just for being a Jew. I then understood the importance of a strong Jewish community in the Diaspora, along with the need to bring more Zionist Jews to Israel. In Liverpool, I established a student judo club and won the national student judo championship. For my achievements, I was honored by the University as "man of the year in sport 2005". As part of my strong ties with the Jewish communities in England, I volunteered to serve as the sport psychology consultant for the Great Britain Squad for the 17th Maccabiah Games. I traveled with the 450 athletes' squad to Israel and worked with them closely throughout the games, in sport and non-sport related issues. This experience furthered my connection with the Diaspora Jews, and the understanding of their needs and wishes. After returning from England, I worked as a full-time sport psychology consultant for a year. I was then offered a teaching position and a scholarship for pursuing a PhD in sport psychology at Florida State University.  Professor Gershon Tenenbaum, an Israeli, heads the graduate program at FSU.  In August 2006, I arrived with my wife Keren in Tallahassee.  Since our arrival, we have been dedicating a large part of our lives to strengthening the relationship between Israel and Florida, and between Jews and Israel. Keren is serving as the student life coordinator at Hillel FSU. She is responsible for leading programs, educating students about Judaism and Israel, and staffing the Birthright trip twice a year. I am spending many hours in Hillel, supporting the active students and the programs. In addition, as part of the sister-cities agreement between my home town, Ramat Hasharon, and Tallahassee, I am representing the Mayor of Ramat Hasharon, trying to engage individuals and organizations from both sides in cooperation and collaboration. I am also in a close relationship with the Israeli State Department, and in particular with the current Consul General in Miami, Mr. Ofer Bavly. I am operating on his behalf in Tallahassee, and host the consulate personnel in their professional visits to Tallahassee and the Florida Capital. As part of this relationship, I have organized meetings with students and lectures for the Consul General, and assisted the consulate in its diplomatic endeavors. I am also dedicating my time to lecturing to FSU students about Israel and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. For me and my wife the ability to contribute to the State of Israel and to the Israel-Florida relationship is a great privilege. 






