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Florida-Israel Institute Hosts Singapore Math Workshops in South Florida
       

         

        


                                                     Dr. Ron Aharoni     

      
Dr. Ron Aharoni, a Professor and former Dean of the Mathematics Department at the Technion Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa, has visited Florida from March 26 till March 28, 2008 hosted by the Florida-Israel Institute. The purpose of the visit was to bring unique Israeli knowledge and experience to promote the Singapore Math method in Florida elementary and middle schools. 

On the morning of 3/27/08 Dr. Aharoni conducted workshop at Sunland Park Elementary at Fort Lauderdale to Broward School District’s  math teachers conducting actual demonstration lessons with fifth grade and fourth grade students.

On 3/27/08 afternoon at the Broward Community College Central Campus Dr. Aharoni conducted a joint FAU-BCC workshop to Math Education faculty.

On Friday 3/28/08 Dr. Aharoni worked with teachers, school administrators and students at the Donna Klein Jewish Academy in Boca Raton, and in the afternoon of that day he shared his knowledge with teachers and administrators of A.D. Henderson University School at Florida Atlantic University.

Since Year 2000 Dr. Aharoni has regularly volunteered as a teacher and guided teachers in elementary schools around Israel. He became actively involved in public debates concerning issues of curricula and textbooks for elementary math education in Israel. He was instrumental in the abolition of a "new math" oriented textbook system that dominated the mathematical education in Israel during the 1990’s and early 2000’s. He also led a successful public struggle in Israel against an “investigation-oriented” curriculum that at that time was about to go into effect, advocating instead a more conservative knowledge-oriented curriculum. 

Inspired by his experience in elementary school instruction, Dr. Aharoni wrote a guide book for parents who wish to actively help their children in their mathematical studies, “Arithmetic for Parents”.  The book became a best seller in Israel, and has recently been translated into English (Sumizdat publishing house). The book expounds three basic teaching principles:

1. Learning through the concrete.

2. Systematic learning, namely constructing the layers of knowledge in their right order.

3. Verbalization: using precise formulations, and discussing their meaning with the students. 

Elementary mathematics is as intricate as higher-level mathematics, its special characteristic being that its layers are often hidden and evasive. Proper math teaching is based on understanding these layers, and letting the students go through these methodically, concretely and with stress on verbalization. 

Aharoni, together with colleagues, discovered that the Singapore textbooks follow precisely these principles, and thus founded the "Israeli Organization for Promotion of Mathematical Education" that advocates the use of translations of the Singapore textbooks. Currently, the organization is working in 150 schools around Israel (constituting 8% of the Hebrew speaking elementary schools in the country).
In the US a presidential National Mathematics Advisory Panel has published (in early March 2008) its long awaited report.  The report sides with many of the guiding principles of Singapore Math. 
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Dr. Ken Ross stepped down as Interim Vice President of Academic Affairs at Broward Community College in early March 2008 to become Vice President for Academic and Student Services at Polk Community College. The Florida-Israel Institute wishes Dr. Ross best success in his new duties and conveys its deep appreciation to Dr. Ross’ support and contributions to the organization. In 2005, as Dean of Undergraduate Studies at BCC, Dr. Ross joined the FII Academic Advisory Committee. He played a central role in establishing a set of written guidelines and selection criteria for the State mandated tuition exemption scholarships to Israeli students administered by the FII. In 2006 upon becoming Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Ross became an FII Board member. Dr. Ross, a mathematician, played an important role in establishing BCC’s new four-year programs in areas of big demand in the State of Florida. These include Middle School and High School Math Education, Science Education, Special Education and English as a Second Language. He initiated the idea for a FII-sponsored Singaore Math workshop for BCC and FAU Math Education faculty, to be conducted under the auspices of the Willis Holcombe Institute at BCC.






