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The Florida-Israel Institute’s administrators, staff and local community are mourning the passing of Ely Meyerson. Ely was born in Newark, NJ, was raised in the Bronx, New York, attended the University of Michigan where he earned his bachelors degree as well as a masters degree in guidance and counseling. He married Julie Sage in 1958 with whom he shared fifty happy years of matrimony. Ely was a veteran of U.S. Army Intelligence having served during the Korean War. Ely’s career was dedicated to university administration. He distinguished himself with many accomplishments at the State University of New York, the University of Wisconsin, the University of Nebraska, and the University of Hawaii. His last position (1995-2008) was as Assistant Provost at Florida Atlantic University, where he directed the Lifelong Learning Society and guided the program to national prominence. Ely was admired by all as principled, thoughtful, gregarious, and kind. He was a voracious reader with a deep understanding of a wide variety of subjects and was a prolific writer. Ely enjoyed his hobbies as an expert chef, a competitive swimmer, a world traveler, and especially delighted in his role as a playful grandfather. 
Ely Meyerson was a dear friend of the Florida-Israel Institute. In the Fall semester of 2007 he initiated a Lifelong Learning course “The Holocaust and Israeli Consciousness - a Cinematic Perspective” (taught by Dr. Miri Talmon-Bohm), an important milestone in the growth of the Institute’s Israeli film and lecture series.
Featuring a Florida-Israel Institute Fall 2008 Scholarship Recipient
This month we feature FII scholarship recipient Arie Yaker (Miami Dade College) who tells us in his own words about his life in Israel and studies in Florida:
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I was born in Colombia in 1984.  I lived in Cali, my hometown for 11 years until my parents decided to make an aliya to Israel. I lived there until two years ago when I decided I wanted to expand my horizons and gain knowledge from different cultures. I did so by coming to the United States.  
I see myself as a responsible man who wants to make a difference in the things I am good at, and a person who wants to help stabilize a better relationship between Israel and the United States. In addition, living in different countries has given me the opportunity to get to know different ways of life and to learn different languages; which can help me a lot in the future. 

First of all, growing up in Colombia as a Jewish boy was a wonderful part of my life. Studying in a Jewish school and living in a small community taught me how important it is for Jewish people to stay together as a community and to help each other; to never forget that no matter where we are, we will still be Jewish and must stay committed to our roots. In Colombia, I learned all the Jewish traditions, and since my early childhood, Zionism was nurtured in my heart. Due to my father’s strong emotional bonds to the Eretz Hakodesh, he decided to take a Sabbatical year when I was 11. So we left everything behind in Colombia and went to the place where I experienced the best years of my life. The first year in Israel was very hard for my family and me: We weren’t used to the lifestyle in Israel and the language gave us a very hard time. Nevertheless, all the difficulties weren’t enough to make us leave Israel and what began as a one-year-stay became a permanent stay. Finally, we got to the point where we could call that Great Land home. 

Living in Israel taught me many things in life; one of them was the importance of having a country for Jewish people, and the different things that each person can provide a country. I studied in Israel from the age of 11 until I was 17 (i.e., through high school). Following this important stage, I made a trip before becoming part of my country’s army. I traveled to Colombia to visit my old friends whom I hadn’t seen in years. I also stopped in Florida, where I had a cousin studying in Miami. He told me about his experience and I fell for it instantly. From that moment I knew that I had to try to make a difference and by studying here in the United States I can make a huge improvement for myself and for my future, and with this I can improve the relationship between the countries of Israel and the United States. The reason I think I can offer something special is because by having the opportunity to study in the States, I am learning a lot about technology and applied sciences. Combined with Israeli knowledge, this gives me a unique perspective of certain situations. After I returned from my trip, I started my service in the army that lasted three years. In the army I was in the department of ground intelligence, where I learned everything of which my senses were capable. I was always looking for new things to learn, since I knew the experience was unique. I feel that the army gives people a different perspective on life and makes all its members mature as critical thinkers. For me it was a great experience and this feeling of having lived an unbelievable and very instructive young life became stronger than ever here in Miami. I finished the army almost three years ago having achieved the rank of first sergeant; I am proud of it. I had the most incredible years in the army. I learned the importance of leadership, team work, and how a big organization like the army works. I served in a base that was in constant operation, so I couldn’t go home for long periods of time.   

Now I am here in Miami, where I just finished my associate degree in Business Management at Miami Dade College. I am continuing my education at Florida International University where I am planning to complete my baccalaureate degree in marketing and international business. I am really happy here, studying hard, and improving myself as a professional and as a person. I see myself in the future helping the Florida-Israel Institute and Israel and Florida by contributing my knowledge of Business Management. My plans for the future are to return to Israel and to apply all my knowledge there. Through this essay I do not pretend to make you think of me as a proud or arrogant person, but as someone who feels the urge to fulfill my mission as a citizen of the world: to make it a better place.
