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A friend of the Florida-Israel Institute, Broward College professor Deborah Nycz, 62, lost her twenty year fight with cancer on July 28, 2008.  During her 32 years at Broward College, Professor Nycz taught chemistry and championed faculty rights.

Professor Nycz was selected in August 2005 by then Broward College President Larry Calderon as the first Chair for Teaching and Learning Excellence as part of the College’s Holcombe Institute.  She served in that capacity during the 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 academic years.  In this capacity she was instrumental in assisting Florida-Israel Institute in organizing a math workshop for Broward College and Florida Atlantic University math faculty with Israel’s Professor Ron Aharoni from the Technion (Israel’s leading institute of technology).  She exemplified learning excellence at its best: she was accessible to students, faculty and staff; knowledgeable of her academic discipline; active in all aspects of the college; dedicated to academic excellence; and committed to creating a learning environment at the College. 

Professor Nycz, an Elizabeth, N.J., native, earned her bachelor's degree in chemistry from Douglass College at Rutgers University in New Jersey.  She went on to receive her Masters of Science in chemistry at the University of Delaware.  She also pursued post-graduate studies at Florida International University.

Professor Nycz began teaching chemistry in 1976 as an adjunct professor at Broward College - then Broward Community College - before becoming a full-time faculty member in 1979.  She served as the physical science department chair at the Davie Campus from 1988 to 1990 and returned to her faculty position from 1990 to 2006.  She was dedicated to helping other faculty members; for three years she served as president of the BC faculty senate.  

Professor Nycz was an influential champion of faculty rights serving twice as president of the College’s chapter of the United Faculty of Florida (1983-1985; 2007-July 28, 2008), a bargaining union for higher education faculty in Florida.  At the time of her death, she was the UFF/Broward College chapter president and was leading the faculty union in a bargaining dispute with the College’s administration and Board of Trustees.  She was a founding member of the UFF chapter at Broward College; the chapter was organized and recognized in 1981.  She had also served as the state-wide vice-president for the UFF College Bargaining Council.  
FALL 2008 TUITION WAIVER AWARDEES
Sharon Barak (University of Florida), Roy Brieman (Broward College), Eli Cohen (Florida International University), Amir Edry (Broward College),  Aviad Eichberg (Miami Dade College), Orit Fisher (Florida State University), Elad Gabay (University of Northern Florida), Chen Gilmore (Broward College), Sarah Gozlan (Broward College), Adi Hayat (University of Central Florida), Itzhak Hayon (Florida International University), Dean Hershkoviz (Broward College), Keren Karni (Florida International University), Doron Kima (Florida State University), Ofri Klein (Florida International University), Rimon Levy (Florida International University), Michael Lombrozo (Miami Dade College), Michal Martsinkovsky (Miami Dade College), Luna Medina (Florida Atlantic University), Yaron Mergui (Florida Atlantic University), Maya Ramon (Florida Atlantic University), Gilad Segal (Florida International University), Noa Sharf (Florida International University), Sasha Susterman (Florida International University), Arie Yaker (Florida International University).
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