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October 2007
BCC Board of Trustees approves limited resumption of Study Abroad in Israel and FAU Provost announces the forming of a Safety & Security Committee to review all study abroad program proposals  
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In Haifa Israel (June 2007)
BCC President David Armstrong, in a message to the FII Board, announced that the BCC BOT in its 10/24/2007 meeting approved a proposal submitted by Dr. David Moore (BCC, Assoc. VP for International Education) and Dr. Daniel Rieger (BCC co-Director of the Florida-Israel Institute) to allow BCC students to enroll in a specific summer program at the University of Haifa. This is an important first-step pilot program towards possible future resumption of more study abroad programs at Israeli universities. For several years, Israel has been on the U.S. State Department Travel Warning or advisory list, which caused the mass suspension of study abroad programs in Israel throughout the U. S. university system. 
A plan drafted by Dr. Catherine Meschievitz (FAU, Director of Office of International Programs) to address the same issue has recently been approved by the FAU Provost. It calls for the forming of a Safety and Security Committee that will review security arrangements at all study abroad destinations, including those in countries on the U.S. State Department Travel Warning or advisory list. The Florida-Israel Institute, through FAU faculty members of its Academic Advisory Committee, plans to propose to the new committee a resumption of study abroad programs at select Israeli universities, to include the University of Haifa, Hebrew University, Tel Aviv University and Ben Gurion University of the Negev. Committee approvals shall be forwarded to the FAU Provost, through the offices of International Programs and Undergraduate Studies, for his final decision on each case. 
This month’s newsletter features scholarship recipient Doron Kima  (Florida State University ) who tells us in his own words about his life in Israel and studies in Florida:
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My name is Doron Kima, a composer and pianist. I was born in 1971 in Tel-Aviv, Israel. I embarked on my musical journey at the age of fourteen. As the son of a lower class family, I had to find a job after school hours in order to pay for my music lessons. From money saved up from my job and with some help from my parents, I managed to buy a secondhand upright piano. Two years later, I was the pianist of the junior Big Band of Berkley’s affiliated Rimon School of Music.

After graduating high school, I was chosen to be the piano player of the Air Force Orchestra. The busy schedule, sometimes up to six concerts a week, gave me invaluable experience as a performer. After completing my military service I continued my musical studies for a bachelor's degree majoring in jazz piano at the Hilversum Conservatory (Amsterdam School of the Arts) in Holland.  

While in Europe, I played concerts in major festivals in Holland, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland and Italy, among these the Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland, and the North Sea Jazz Festival in Holland. In 1996 I returned to Israel. I received Excellent Artist Scholarship from the Absorption Ministry of Israel and worked as a music director of the Open University Orchestra. The need to share the magnificent world of music and to help young Israeli musicians with my knowledge, led me to teach music in Junior high school “Erony A”, and in “Ramat-Hashron” conservatory.  In addition, I recorded two cd’s with my own compositions, and played in the Red Sea Jazz Festival in Israel. 

I continued my musical journey at Florida State University, where I earned my masters in jazz piano performance. Currently, I am pursuing additional masters in composition at FSU. During my studies at FSU I won the Promising Artists of the 21st Century Award from Centro Cultural, San Jose, Costa Rica, and Second prizewinner at the Kathleen J. and Philip B. Phillips, M.D. Jazz Piano Competition of the South East. 

I composed music for orchestra, wind ensemble, electro-acoustic, chamber music, instrumental solos, jazz ensembles, big band and film scoring. 

As a lecturer, I taught several courses at Florida State University. I conducted master classes at the University of Costa Rica San Jose, Academia de las Artes San Jose Costa Rica, and at the Junior Summer School MAT’N Tel-Aviv Israel. 

I appear on Mercury Records Trip To Soul, on Bald Wins Records The Jo Jo Principle Bob Color, and I am a member of the Natoinal Association of Composers USA and Society of Composers. 

Florida Israel Institute supported all my studies at FSU and helped me to get that far. Florida Israel Institute gave me the satisfaction of exhibiting my art as well as contributing to the community. I conducted a concert of Israeli music at Goodwood museum with special arrangements for that show. In addition, I am in contact with Rabbi Schneur Oirechman from Chabad Tallahassee and with David Markell who serves as the Chair of the Israel Committee of the reform Temple in Tallahassee, Temple Israel, for providing them with live music for their needs. 






