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The last FII Advisory Committee meeting on 10/23/2007 featured three invited expert speakers on projects currently pursued by the Institute. Dr. Leonard Berry (FAU, Director, Florida Environmental Center) spoke about the needs for real-time water monitoring in ocean pollution studies, energy from the ocean studies and Everglades restoration, and the potential benefits of laser water monitoring studies done by Dr. Abraham Katzir’s at Tel-Aviv University. Dr. Mauricio Lynn (Jackson Memorial Hospital, Ryder Trauma Center) described current activities to standardize Florida hospitals preparedness for disasters, implementing Israeli technology. Dr. Yoram Sagher (FAU, Mathematics Department) described the condition of elementary mathematics education in Israel and the US, and current efforts to spread a modified version of the so-called Singapore Method to dramatically improve students’ performance.
More Brief News Items

· The FII Academic Advisory Committee’s Fall 2007 meeting on 11/9/2007 focused on assessment of the progress of the BCC-FAU Israel Studies program, discussion of Study Abroad in Israel, status of the FII Lecture and Film series and budget matters.

· FAU announced its supplement of $40,000 to the FII 2007-2008 budget. This funding is earmarked to promote collaborative Florida-Israel medical and biomedical research.  FII is grateful to Dean Michael Friedland MD and the FAU College of Biomedical Science for this important initiative.

· FII has been a co-sponsor to two new initiatives involving promoting Israeli Films in South Florida: a) An FAU Lifelong Learning Center course “The Holocaust and Israeli Consciousness – Cinematic Perspective” was taught by Dr. Miri Talmon-Bohm (October-December 2007) featuring eight powerful films. FII is grateful to FAU Assistant Provost Ely Meyerson and the Lifelong Learning Society for this initiative, b) An “Israel60 Film and Lecture Series” commenced by the Broward Jewish Federation on December 2007 will feature monthly Israeli films, with lectures by Dr. Miri Talmon-Bohm. FII is grateful to Dr. Adam Bronstone of the Broward Jewish Federation for this important project.  


Florida-Israel Institute Spring 2008 Scholarship Recipients
The following is a partial list of FII scholarship winners for the coming semester. The scholarship committee is still reviewing more applications.

Sharon Barak (UF), Roy Brieman (BCC), Meytal Dvash (FGCU), Amir Edry (BCC), Orit Fisher (FSU), Elad Gabay (UNF), Sarah Gozlan (BCC), Itzhak Hayon (FIU), Keren Karni (FIU), Niv Karni (BCC), Doron Kima (FSU), Rimon Levy (FIU), Amir Lichtenberg (FIU), Michael Lombrozo (MDC), Michal Martsinkovsky (MDC), Luna Medina (FAU), Amir Melloul (FIU), Yaron Mergui (FAU), Gil Orbach (MDC), Mery Pepa (FAU), Khen Shalem (FSU), Sasha Susterman (FIU), Agur Teichman (BCC), Gilad Weic (BCC), Arie Yaker (MDC), Avishai Zonnenberg (FAU).
This month’s newsletter features scholarship recipient Sarah Gozlan (Broward Community College) who tells us in his own words about his life in Israel and studies in Florida:
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My name is Sarah Gozlan and I am a student at Broward Community College. I was born in Paris, France in 1985 and at the age of seven, my family and I moved to Israel. We moved to Eilat which is a beautiful resort town combining sea and desert located in the southern area of Israel. Even though adapting to a new culture, language and school was not very easy at the beginning, I soon became a real Israeli and realized how fortunate I was to grow up in the extraordinary country of Israel. When I was 10 years old, I joined a special program called in Hebrew “Hachonech Ha’Tzair” which is “The Young Educator”. Part of this after school program was to help children from the lower grades with their homework especially, in Hebrew. I’ll always remember how surprised I was to be chosen amongst so many Israeli “Sabra” children at my class to help others with their Hebrew homework since I myself only lived in Israel for three years at that time. I arrived to Miami in 2004 and two months after my arrival, I was accepted to work for the Consulate General of Israel as a consular representative. The work at the consulate gave me the privilege to stay close to Israel even though I was physically so far. I feel that being a part of the consulate has given me a one of a kind experience that I would never forget. In the summer of 2005, I started attending BCC and I have been enrolled in classes since then. Recently, I have completed three wonderful years of employment at the Israeli consulate in order to mainly concentrate in my studies. Ever since I was a little girl, my dream was to become a lawyer and I am very determined to make this dream come true. Being a foreign student in America is certainly not an easy task. However, my motto in life is that it is all about believing in yourself and in your ability to reach your goals. When I first arrived to this country, I doubted my possibilities to succeed in the big country of America but, I soon realized that this country has a lot to offer, especially for those who are willing to put all their efforts into it. Despite the fact that America is considered the “land of opportunities,” I still consider it as my temporary home because Israel is my real home and always will be. 







