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FII BOD President Herb Swarzman                      FL Senator Nan Rich      FL House Rep. Adam Hasner
The Florida-Israel Institute Board of Directors met on December 14, 2006 at the BCC Fort Lauderdale downtown campus. FII BOD President Herb Swarzman (Tampa FL) introduced the new board members: BCC Interim-President Dr. Willis N. Holcombe, Israel Consul General Dr. Yitschak Ben-Gad, State Representative Adam Hasner (District 87), Senator Nan Rich (District 34), Dr. William Greene (former BCC Assoc. VP for International Education) , Dr. William Stronge (former FAU Director of International Programs), Dr. David Moore (BCC Assoc. VP for International Education), Dr. Catherine Meschievitz (FAU Director of International Programs), Lauren Morris (representing Matt Levin, Regional Director of AIPAC), Evelyn Levinson (USF Assoc. Director of International Admissions), Camille Coley (representing Dr. Larry Lemanski, FAU VP for Research), Dr. Ken Ross (BCC Interim VP for Academic Affairs), Jason Unger (Gray-Robinson P.A. Tallahassee), Evan Yegelwel (Terrell-Hogan-Ellis-Yegelwel P.A. Jacksonville), Bruce Levy (President, Emerald Group, Weston), Lothar Mayer (past President, Liberty Hardware Mfg. Corp.), Jonathan Kislak (General Partner, Antares Capital Corp., Miami) and Jack Tobin (Jack Tobin & Assoc., former FL House Rep., Coral Springs), and the FII continuing board members Barry Silverman MD (Aventura), Dr. Paul Bianco (Fleit-Kain-Gibbons-Gutman-Bongini-Bianco P.L., Miami) and Joel Reinstein (Reinstein P.A., Boca Raton).
The Board reviewed the FII Mission, Strategic Goals and Short-term Plans, and endorsed the FII 2008 Legislative Budget Request. The Board further discussed the US State Department Travel to Israel Warning and its implications on the Study Abroad programs at FAU and BCC. 
Members of the FII BOD who could not come to the 12/14/06 meeting include FAU President Frank Brogan, Dr. Lawrence Davenport (FAU Exec. VP for University Advancement), Roy Rogers (IBI Group, Pompano Beach) and Marc Shapiro MD (Orlando). 
12/13/06 FAU Visit of Kiryat-Bialik Mayor Dr. Rafi Wertheim
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At the FAU Biological Sciences Lab. From left: Dr. Roth, Shlomi Damary (Foreign Relations and Culture KB City Council), KB Mayor Dr. Rafi Wertheim and Dr. Ram Narayanan (FAU Biological Sciences Department). Right photo: Reuven Ginton, President of Relli Technology, Boca Raton.
The Jewish Federation of South Palm Beach has adopted the Israeli town of Kiryat-Bialik (north of Haifa, population 36,700). A delegation from the town, headed by Mayor Dr. Rafi Wertheim, has visited Boca Raton on the second week of December 2006. On 12/13/06 in the afternoon Dr. Wertheim and Mr. Damary were guests of the Florida-Israel Institute and FAU. They first toured Relli Technology, a major international manufacturer and supplier of military parts and equipment, as guests of the company’s President Mr. Reuven Ginton. Later they toured the FAU Biological Sciences labs as guests of Dr. Ram Narayanan (co-Director of the FAU Center of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology), the FAU College of Biomedical Sciences (tour led by Dr. Bill Paull) and the Department of Mechanical Engineering as guests of Dr. Oren Masory (Chairman of the ME Dept). 
Winners of the Florida-Israel Institute Spring 2007 Scholarships
The FII Scholarships Committee on 12/1/06 announced the 25 winners of the Spring 2007 FII Scholarships: Nava Amos (FIU), Lital Asher (BCC), Sharon Barak (UF), Itay Basevitch (FSU), Meytal Dvash (FGCU), Moshe Doron (UF), Amir Edry (BCC), Itzhak Hayon (FIU), Hofit Hillel (FIU), Keren Karni (MDC), Niv Karni (BCC), Doron Kima (UF), Katia Korpan (MDC), Amir Lichtenberg (FIU), Michael Lombrozo (MDC), Yael Orgad (FIU), Sarit Sadrens (BCC), Gilad Segal (FIU), Khen Shalem (FSU), Gadi Sharoni (FIU), Sara Raquel Susterman (BCC), Daniel Sasha Susterman (FIU), Gilad Weic (BCC), Orit Fisher (FSU) and Elena Novak (FSU). 
The following students were designated as runner-ups, ranked as follows: 1) Saar Aharoni (FAU), 2) Luna Medina (BCC), 3) Meital Bendalak (BCC), 4) Danielle Elberg (FAU), 5) Arie Yaker (MDC).

Three more runner-ups Rimon Levy (PBCC), Kevin Sadovnik (FAU) and Amir Melloul (FIU) shall be ranked (6)-(8) in a special January 2007 meeting of the Scholarship committee.
Supporting the Institute

If you wish to support the mission of the Florida-Israel Institute, you are invited to make a tax deductible contribution to the Florida Atlantic University Foundation.  Please indicate that your contribution is for the Florida-Israel Institute.  
