ISRAEL: CINEMATIC VISIONS
FLORIDA-ISRAEL INSTITUTE ISRAELI FILM SUMMER 2008 PROGRAM
Sundays at 3:00 PM; FAU Boca Campus at the Barry and Florence Friedberg Lifelong Learning Center

Admission is Free. The Florida-Israel Institute will greatly appreciate donations in the amount of $5 per person (tax deductible if paid by a check made to the “FAU Foundation”). Reservations are not needed. 
All films are in Hebrew with English subtitles. Each event features a pre-film lecture and a post-film moderated discussion.

June 15:  Late Summer Blues  (Directed by Renen Schorr, 1987, Drama. 101 minutes). Speaker: Dr. Miri Talmon-Bohm 

   
The time: June 1970. The place: Tel Aviv, where a group of teenagers are about to graduate. The War of Attrition continues at the Suez. The youths' impending draft looms above — they cannot conceive of any future beyond it. They are facing their matriculation exams about the history of Zionism, but the real tests are still ahead. The war at the banks of the Suez Canal, on the border with Egypt, demands daily tolls of young lives. Is “dying for your country” inevitable? How can one settle the dilemma tearing every Israeli individual apart between self realization and self sacrifice, private conscience and collective commitments?

July 13: SISAI. (Directed by David Gavro, 2005, Documentary, 56 minutes ) Drs. Roger Gorman and Zvi Roth will talk about “Ethiopian Jews in Israel”. 
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20-year-old Sisai, Ethiopian immigrant in Israel, lives with his adopting family - the Gavros. Father Gavro returns from Ethiopia with news of Sisai`s biological father`s whereabouts.  The director, who is also Sisai`s step-brother, joins him and their father on a journey to Ethiopia on their search for identity, blood connection, love and longing. 
Winner: FIPA D`OR Prize : Best Documentary Award: FIPA Festival Biarriz - France 2006 
Winner: Lombardia Prize for Best Film : Milan African Film Festival - Italy 2006 
Winner: Best Documentary Award : Jerusalem International Film Festival - Israel 2005 
Winner: Best First Film Award: Israel Documentary Awards - Israel 2006 

Pre-film Lecture is based in part on a Boca Raton physician Dr. Roger Gorman’s photos taken in April 2008 when he toured many Ethiopian Jews absorption centers and population concentrations in Israel.
August 3: JAMES’ JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM (Directed by Ra’anan Alexandrowicz, 2004, Comedy, 87 minutes). Lecture by Dr. Roth about “Foreign Workers in Israel”.



In this offbeat social satire, a Christian African tribe sends James, the noblest young man of their village, on a spiritual sojourn to Jerusalem. James is baffled when Israeli police at the airport mistake him for just another immigrant looking for work, and toss him in a detaining cell. His fervent prayers for salvation result in James' release into the care of Mr. Shimi an Israeli cleaning service owner who billets the young seeker at an overcrowded apartment and puts him to work as part of his migrant labor pool. 
August 24: BROKEN WINGS (Directed by Nir Bergman, 2002, Drama, 87 minutes) Lecture by Prof. Nava Dushi about “Israeli Family Life”. 



The film is about a single mom with four children trying to overcome the loss of their father. The movie follows the story of a rebellious daughter who is torn between her desire to be a singer and her family duties as her mom works night shifts as a nurse. Film won numerous Israel Academy Awards including Best Film, Best Director, Best Actress and Best Screenplay.
September 21: DID HERZL REALLY SAY IT? Episode 1: TRANSPARENT KIPPA (Directed by Ido Bahat , 2006, Documentary , 50 minutes). Lecture by Prof. Nava Dushi about “Jewish Identity in Israel”. 




In this series Drs. Oren Harman and Yanay Ofran embark upon a personal journey to the heart of contemporary “Israeliness”. They discuss what has happened to the old boundaries of identity that once divided Israeli society and defined the power relations within. In doing so, the presenters chart religious, national, personal and cultural identities in Israel today.  Episode 1 discusses what has happened to the religious identity as defined over the last 50 years. Have the religious defining and dividing lines of old been updated? Reworked? Have these become inexorably intertwined? 
The Series is sponsored by the Florida-Israel Institute. For information call Dr. Zvi Roth (561-297-3471) or e-mail to rothz@fau.edu, or call Ms. Shari Saylor (561-297-4093) or watch “Upcoming Events” at the Florida-Israel Institute web site www.floridaisrael.org.

Driving Directions: From I-95 take Glades Road exit, heading east. Continue for one mile, turn left at the light (FAU Entrance, NW 10th Ave), Go straight to the first traffic light. Parking in on the left. Cross the street to the LLC. 

