FLORIDA-ISRAEL INSTITUTE LECTURE SERIES & ISRAEL: CINEMATIC VISIONS FILM / LECTURE SERIES
Sunday, March 30, 2008 at 3:00 PM
FAU Boca Campus, Barry and Florence Friedberg Lifelong Learning Center

Lecture by Dr. Ranen Omer-Sherman (University of Miami) “Reunified Jerusalem & the Fate of the Other in the Poetry of Yehuda Amichai”
followed by 
The Israeli documentary Film “Hats of Jerusalem” (2005, Directed by Nati Adler, 52 min., Hebrew with English subtitles), Pre-film introduction and post-film discussion by Dr. Omer-Sherman.
Admission is Free. The Florida-Israel Institute will greatly appreciate donations in the amount of $5 per person per event (tax deductible if paid by a check made to the “FAU Foundation”). Reservations are not needed. 
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Dr. Ranen Omer-Sherman








Lecture Synopsis:  Approaching decade after his death, Yehuda Amichai (1924-2000) remains an intensely felt presence in modern Israeli poetics, his bold contribution to Hebrew literature more timely than ever. So many readers have learned to rely on Amichai’s indelible blend of lyrical and colloquial language, the fierce and gentle ways he tells us that love and war remain the essential condition of humanity, tragically entwined and cyclical. Many of the most indelible poems from these indispensable polarities of his art interrogate the meaning of Jerusalem, in both its temporal and heavenly dimensions. This discussion will center on an exploration of the poet’s secular humanism, the question of faith, and the challenge of living in, and imagining, Jerusalem. The focus will be largely on the late poet Amichai but poems by other figures will likely be presented by way of contrast and comparing the complex relation of modern Hebrew poetry to the question of Jerusalem and the enduring quest for coexistence.
Dr. Ranen Omer-Sherman is an Associate Professor of English and is the Gabelli Senior Scholar of Arts & Sciences at the University of Miami where he teaches a wide range of courses in American and British as well as Israeli and other Jewish literatures.  He has published numerous articles and reviews on 20th-century and 21st-century American Jewish literature.  His first book, Diaspora and Zionism in Jewish American Literature: Lazarus, Syrkin, Reznikoff, Roth (2002), was published by Brandeis University Press. His second book entitled Israel in Exile: Jewish Writing and the Desert (2006) examines sacred as well as political aspects of the writer’s responses to the wilderness of Exodus, and is published by the University of Illinois Press. He is currently editing a book of essays on the “Jewish Graphic novel” and is researching Levantine identities in contemporary memoir and fiction.  Dr. Omer-Sherman served for three years in the Israeli army in the late 1970s and early 1980s, including some time in Lebanon.  He spent thirteen years living apart from Israel’s more densely populated cities in the austere region of the southern Arava desert as a desert kibbutznik, guide, and ranger (He was a founding member of a desert kibbutz).  Dr. Omer-Sherman received his Ph.D. from the University of Notre Dame 
Film Synopsis: A visitor to Jerusalem is immediately struck by the incredible variety of people--of different ethnicities, nationalities and religions--who throng the narrow passageways of the old city. It soon becomes clear that specific groups within this crowd, almost all of whom sport headgear of varying shapes, sizes, textures and colors, can be distinguished by their hats. As HATS OF JERUSALEM reveals, there are reasons beyond mere protection from the weather for the varieties of distinctive headwear on display. Indeed, there is a history, a story, behind each type of hat, which filmmaker Nati Adler explores in this whimsical yet informative documentary. Our guided tour, which features a visit to the oldest hat-making shop in Jerusalem, enables the hat wearers to tell the stories of their hats, including that of the flamboyant fur shtreimel, which ironically traces its roots to European anti-Semitism, worn by ultra-orthodox Jews; the mysteries of the tarbouz, a remnant of the Ottoman Empire, worn by Moslem Kawasses; the peaked caps, symbolizing Mount Ararat, worn by Armenian monks; the stiff, cylindrical hats worn by Russian Orthodox clergy; the Islamic and Halacha strictures about covering women's hair; and the different styles of the keffiya headscarves worn by Palestinians, including the checkered model popularized by Arafat. Blending interviews, archival footage, period graphics and an evocative musical score, the film shows us that, beyond their practical purposes, hats serve as an identity card, a way of declaring membership in a community, and a religious or political statement often reflecting centuries of tradition. HATS OF JERUSALEM is thus ultimately a film about external appearances and internal identities, about the material world and the spiritual one, about the physical and the metaphysical.

The Series is sponsored by the Florida-Israel Institute. For information call Dr. Zvi Roth (561-297-3471) or e-mail to rothz@fau.edu, or call Ms. Shari Saylor (561-297-4093) or watch “Upcoming Events” at the Florida-Israel Institute web site www.floridaisrael.org.

Driving Directions: From I-95 take Glades Road exit, heading east. Continue for one mile, turn left at the light (FAU Entrance, NW 10th Ave), go straight to the first traffic light. Parking in on the left. Cross the street to the LLC. 
